Sunday next before Lent    Canon LW Doolan 
 We worship today in full sympathy with the people of Thornbury, Oldbury-on Severn and Shepperdine, as they come to terms with the tragic death of their Vicar. We pray too for John – may he rest in peace. 
 This Wednesday is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent and a very important holy day for all of us. Lent brings with it its own very distinctive mood and powerful liturgy, especially during Holy Week between Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. 
 To help us engage with this holy season more fully I have produced a small booklet called simply Lent Holy Week and Easter. There is a copy for each household to take away and read. It is important that we do understand more fully what we do during these holy days, not least because this year Bishop Michael will be with us for some of the principal services of Holy Week. 
 The gospel reading places us high on a mountain top -It may be Mount Tabor, or it could be Mount Hermon. It is unclear. It is not so unclear for tourists who visit the Holy Land. Mount Tabor is all geared up for this event in the life of Jesus to be Mt. Tabor. 
 After a terrifying journey in the taxis that wend their way up a very serpentine cliff hanging road – the drivers go deliberately fast to make the experience more exhilirating – we are faced with a very lovely church, built, I think in the 1960s. It is dedicated to the transfiguration of  our Lord. Either side of the main church are 2 lovely chapel, one for Moses and one for Elijah. It is as if the 3 tents are recreated in bricks and mortar. 
 The Transfiguration is an important part of the early Christian witness that Jesus is in the direct line of Moses and Elijah, who represent respectively the Law and the prophets.  
Moses, of course, is instrumental in the story of the liberation of the people of Israel, wandering with them for 40 years during which many key events still celebrated in Judaism, and absorbed into Christian tradition. He received the tablets of the 10 commandments, having to veil his face when he returned tot he people at the foot of the mountain, to shield them from the glory of God. He died on Mt. Nebo as he looked over the 'promised land'. 
 Elijah represents the other great strand in Judaism – it is he who famously takes on the prophets of Baal, and episode made even more famous by the composer Mendhelsson, and it is he who discovers God not in the hurricane, or in the fire, but in the still small voice – the whisper. Tradition has it that he was swept up by the chariots of Israel and their horsemen. 
 So the gospel reflects this meeting – this synthesis of Law and the prophetic tradition in Christ. But what is the purpose of this happening, other than for the gospel writers to express the glory of God in Christ. 
Surely one of the questions we must ask is how this affects us – changes us – tranfigures us. For it is sure that all that God worked in Christ Jesus he is working it for us, so that we now reflect God's glory in the world. 
 Paul in his letter to the Corinthians understands this when he refers to the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. This Christ does not have to cover his face because the glory is too great for us – he is the one chosen to bring that glory into our space, our lives. What is it the Christmas gospel says – 'we beheld his glory, full of grace and truth'. 
 We now see the glory of God, face to face, in Jesus Christ, and as his body now others see the glory of God in our faces. What a shock that is! 
It is now our task, through God's grace, that we witness to him in our time and place. And this we will have to do in rather more ways that beginning council meetings with a prayer. Its not that these prayers are unimportant, for they are not. But hey are only the icing on the cake. Our own council removed prayers from Council meetings about six months ago – you might want to raise that with your Ward councillor the next time he or she wishes to be elected, for nothing will be gained just be grumbling in the background. 
 As Christians we are called with humble confidence to witness by engaging with our community and our society, in politics, in charities, in community events, and by our actions people will see the glory of  God reflected in us, they will be able to say, yes, I have seen Christ's face. This is truly the church's calling – to be dispersed throughout the world making God's love real flesh. 
 But we must also be a church more strongly gathered if we are to be effective in our dispersed mood. I give notice now that on the last Sunday of September we will be engaging with the now national Back to Church Sunday campaign, and I am inviting you now to begin thinking of someone you know, or someone you meet between now and then, who shares with you that they 'used to go to church'. Our ministry will be to invite them, but not only that, to offer to accompany them back into church life. There are so many people who are 'with us' and we must have the courage to say, 'be beside us'. 
 This Transfiguration of Christ challenges us to bring down the curtains that we hang up to obscure Christ from others, to stop twitching the net curtain, to reveal his glory in and to the world. For is this not what happened when the curtain of the temple was torn asunder on the day of his crucifixion? 
 As we witness to our  faith dispersed in our community, so too we witness it here as we gather to say,  
'Tis good Lord to be here!  Thy glory fills the night; 
thy face and garments, like the sun,  Shine with unborrowed light.' 
