Epiphany 3  Cirencester Parish Church  2012
 

Those who have visited Cana will know what a lovely experience it is. The last time I was there we renewed the marriage vows of a couple who had been married here just a few months before, and on a previous visit I was able to be part of the renewal of vows of 2 couples who had been married 40 years.
 When you place yourself so close to the locations spoken of in the scriptures they take on a new and real meaning.
 Few stories are so vividly portrayed, and so equally remembered as this first miracle that Jesus performed at a marriage feast in Cana of Galilee. If you come with me on the Holy Land trip in 2013 there is the opportunity to experience this place for yourself.
 St. John is setting the scene right at the beginning of his gospel. No sooner does he tell of the glorious coming of the Word into real life, revealed to us as Jesusthan immediately he confirms this through God revealing himself as Father Son and Holy Spirit in the baptism of Jesus at the Jordan. Suddenly we are at Cana, in a real life setting, with real people, a real couple, and a real problem. They have run out of wine. Jesus provides, and in so doing John is able to express a theme that will run right through his gospel and into our real lives. Jesus transforms. He takes you and me and he makes a real difference.
 We talk of glory and majesty – and this shot through our sermon last week – but the danger is that we don't know where to look for this glory, and we fantasize the majesty. God's glory and majesty are to be found in the Christ in the crib and the Christ on the cross. Life and death. Nothing can be more real and more universal than that. So surely God's glory and majesty is going to be found in you and me listening to someone who has a story to tell – either a story of pain, or a story in which new or renewed faith is found. Majesty will be found in holding someone in a hug, which can mean don't worry, or we are here as God's people. God's presence is expressed in the shake of a hand, especially if it is someone with whom we have had harsh words or disagreement. Majesty is to be found is singing God's praise in a wonderfully composed hymn or Gloria, but also in the Street Pastor helping a vulnerable young vodka fuelled female, only half dressed, to the safety of a taxi. God's glory and majesty shown in real events and in real people. Don't make it difficult for people to understand why we believe in God and why we devote our time and energy to the active life of the church. 
 Jesus transforms. He even heals the historic divisions within his church. We have hundreds of years of antipathy and disagreement, and we can at times be judgemental about how our brothers and sisters worship, or suspicious about their tradition. Yet we have shown in this town that unity is not about looking the same – but looking in the same direction. We are all standing in different places, but the object of our gaze is Jesus.
 As we think of the water being changed into wine – transformation – it is right that we think of Jesus the True Vine. 'I am the vine, you are the branches'. But just stop and think of this for a moment. What does he not say. He does not say I am the main trunk of the vine and you grow out of me. He says I am the vine – the whole vine, the root, the trunk, the branches, and the fruit, and so we are part of him. Whatever we are we subside in him, we abide in him. And together, but differently, we worship him.
 For a second week we are allowed to wallow in the rich imagery of the Book of Revelation. I touched on this last week – the sermon is on the website. Today we have yet another vision from the island of Patmos about the experience of worship, praise, adoration, and prayer. Last week, we had the incense of worship – the prayer of the saints. Today we read of how we worship through righteous deeds – real actions revealing the glory of God. Why do we make it so difficult to see God in action. Why do we surround his glorious work in and through us with so many obstacles to belief and understanding? We speak all the time of prayer, yet we do nothing to make prayer easier for people. We talk about prayer and we make it sound as if it is for the professionals and the experts. Why do we do this? Why not just pray – just say something to God and listen. 
 I don't want to leave you worrying about prayer – feeling you should be doing it but don't know how to. I'm at pains today to say that God's glory is shown in real ways, through real situations, and with real people. I want to help you pray. Everyone should have received a small booklet that offers to you a frame work for daily prayer – morning and evening. Use this structure to help you if you really need it. Get used to the structure and when you feel it is familiar loosen it up a bit and put bits of silence into it. Slow it down and place it in a different rhythm. You will soon find that through being constant, your prayer time will be transformed by Jesus who will join you in real time, in a real place, as a real companion.
 We are blessed here. We have a School of Faith, now in its 4th year, that is intended to help us all develop in our discipleship and in our ability to understand and articulate our faith. If you are new to it all, we have a new Tuesday evening group beginning at the Cornerstone Coffee Shop to help you take the first steps with Jesus. We now have a short form of prayer to help us set aside some time in prayer morning and evening. All these initiatives are  of nothing if we not have the conviction that Jesus transforms. A booklet will soon be available to enrich our understanding of what we do in Lent, in Holy Week, and at Easter. 
All these things – and so much more that Christians experience together in the week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Here is the place and the time of OUR marriage feast experience. Christ the true vine is our invited guest really here, really present, really received into the palms of our frail human hands. Jesus transforms.
