Epiphany 4  2012         Canon LW Doolan 

Epiphany is a rich and enriching season. Against a rather gloomy and long January we've spoken of glory, of majesty, of transformation, of worship, of God's revelation. 

Today we have to think about actioning all of these blessings. 

So today we have to consider mission. Mission is a catch-all word that simply explains the sharing of all the rich blessings we experience through faith, prayer and worship, with the rest of our community, and with society. Faith, prayer and worship – shared with our community. 

First, faith. This can refer to the inherited body of belief that is handed on from one generation of believers to another.  'If you wish to belong to this church this is what  you must do and think, and either you conform to this or you are free to leave'. I have to say that as I have grown older, I have become more and more comfortable with diversity. We are enriched by us all being different, and we are diminished by us all being the same. Our unity as the Body of Christ, here in this place does not depend on each of us agreeing with everything the other says, thinks or does. Our unity depends on Christ who holds us together in his love. 

 Would we not be a brighter light to the world if we could say that Christians who are pro, or anti Gay, can live side by side in diversity, because we are in some mysterious way, one in Christ. 

Faith can be missional. 

Secondly, prayer. Prayer too is missional. It lies at the centre, we might say heart, of Christian experience and church life. St. Benedict urges us to listen with the ear of the heart. This is the essence of prayer. Last week we distributed a booklet containing a short text for morning and evening prayer, so that everyone knows how to begin to develop a pattern of daily prayer. It is remarkable the difference it makes to those who are not regular at church or committed in faith, to know that they are being prayed for. The sheer volume of candles that are lit every week in this church is a testimony to the spirituality that is to be found in people who are not 'signed up' members. Might we begin again to capture how life-giving, how en-livening, a practice of daily prayer can be for each of us. A praying people are a missional people. 

wise Men who followed the star, or those who worship Christ through miracles such as the wedding feast at Cana. For us it is what we do when we gather together in our rich diversity of experience and exploration in the faith. Because we are diverse inevitably some bits of what we do in worship will mean more to some people than others, and at different times to different people.  

Mission is not a thing. Mission is you and me together, and in a diverse way, representing God to others.  This is mission. 'Go in peace to love and service the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

So faith, prayer, worship. All three are ingredients in the mission of the church.  
