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A Learning Christian Community








Retreat to Bruges





Leader:     Revd Canon Leonard Doolan                      Max. 15 people





Dates: 	Monday 21rd May-Friday 25th


                                


A 'retreat' is offered in the Benedictine Abbey of Sint Andries on the outskirts of Bruges. Each year this has proved to be increasingly popular. We travel by cars or maybe a minibus and use Norfolkline from Dover to Dunkirk. The Abbey is 55 minutes drive from Dunkirk.


�The Community is very hospitable, and is good value for money. There is also that added sense of going to another country, so it has a holiday feel. In 2011 the bible studies will be some of the best known parables of Jesus (for example):�We will study together the Passion Narrative in St. John's Gospel over series of bible studies.  Mid week we will take the train to Ghent to see the famous 'Lamb of God' painting of van Eyck.    (The train journey will cost a little extra)��Cost:  allow for 150 euros for the Abbey. Travel is additional.





Course code:  BR/9/12


						                                        





Cirencester School


of Faith


2012








�





Introduction from the Revd. Canon Leonard Doolan





Introduction to the 2012 School of Faith





Fr. Harry Williams, sometime chaplain of Trinity College and a member of the community of the Resurrection at Mirfield was a radical thinker for his day and a controversial churchman. He died in 2006. He grappled all his life with the challenges of faith and his sexuality.





In a book published in 2006 in his honour a series of essays were brought together under one publication called Living Free (Mowbray). One of the essays, simply called Change, reveals Williams’ deep doubts about the ability of the institutional church to survive in the long term. He challenges the assumptions of the church in terms of its dogmatism and imperialism, and he is highly critical of the ‘organizational’ developments within the church in response to decline.





He offers an alternative vision for the church, one which will be familiar to some exponents of ‘Fresh Expressions’ of church, or as some call the movement ‘emergent churches’. Williams proposes that the church needs to focus on being ‘schools of contemplation’.





So I think that the churches will in due time cease to be so much concerned with services and most of their other religious paraphernalia and will become schools or centres of contemplation. To date we… realize contemplative prayer is not for a spiritual elite, but that almost everybody has within him (sic) to contemplate; but that in most cases, the potentiality has remained dormant through lack of teaching and practice.  Living Free p37.














The History of the Free Churches





We will be welcomed at each church by their members





Who are the free churches? Why are they there? What are their distinctives? Where did they come from? Where are they going?


This course aims to give an understanding of different ‘non–conformist’ churches in Cirencester. It is not the history of the buildings, but the remarkable history, theology and ecclesiology of each denomination.





Monday (and one Tuesday – 21st Feb)


Date		Subject			Speaker		Venue


23rd Jan	Baptists  			Matt Frost		Baptist Church                


30th Jan 	Quakers   		 	Jane Gracie	          Friends Meeting House             


  6th Feb	Methodists			Dr John Emmett	Ashcroft Church               


13th Feb    	Salvation Army 		David Ludditt 	Salvation Army            


21th Feb 	United Reform		Eric Massey	S. Cerney United Church


27th Feb 	Charismatic


			& Pentecostal	Matt Frost  	         New Life Church


Time:	 7.30pm


Cost:	£12 pp for the whole course or £2pp per evening	                  


Course Code:  FC/1/12








 Cirencester


 Baptist Church,


 Coxwell Street











Christian Apologetics


Leader:  Matt Frost and John Goddard


 Welcome and Host:  


Does the Christian faith make sense? Is there good evidence for believing in the story of Jesus and the contents of the bible? Is it possible to answer the objections raised by people like Richard Dawkins? How can I answer the questions that my friends keep asking? How can I answer the questions that I keep asking?


Matt Frost & John Goddard (from Cirencester Baptist Church) are convinced that there are very good reasons for believing in Jesus Christ and that in fact the story of God found in the bible is the best way to explain life, the universe and everything.


Come with your questions and see if you find some good answers.


 Dates: Tuesdays


17th April       Why believe Jesus is the Son of God & he rose from the dead?





24th April       Why trust the bible?  


   1st May       Why believe in Science and God? 


   8th May       Why is there so much suffering?  


 15th May       Why are there so many religions?                     


 Venue:            Baptist Church


 Time:             7.30pm             


 Cost:              £10.00                                  Course Code:  BC/5/12








Lent Lunchtime Talks





“Through the eye of the painter”   


Leader: Leonard Doolan





We will meet on Wednesday lunchtimes in Lent at 1.00pm


(soup and roll provided)





At the lunches this year Leonard Doolan will be helping us reflect on Lenten themes using ‘classical’ paintings.








Wednesdays 





29th February      The Temptation of St. Anthony:  Hieronymous Bosch





  7th  March          Betrayal:  Ugulino di Nerio





14th March          The Bound Lamb:  Francisco Zurbaran





 21st March         Washing the Feet of the disciples: Jacobo Tintoretto





 28th March         The Crucifixion (Isenheim Altarpiece):  


        Mathis Gothardt (Grunewald)





Venue:	Parish Centre -	no need to book.  Donation asked to help towards the cost of lunch








Philosophy of Religion








Leader:  Jan van der Lely	          


         


		                                                       24 people





Philosophy of religion asks the big questions in life and uses the tools of philosophical thinking to tackle them. Is there a God? Can we prove God’s existence? What do we mean by a miracle, and do miracles happen? What is the relationship between science and religion? Has science disproved God? Can we talk about God and what do our words mean?





Mondays/Wednesday   





144h May      	 Arguing for God: can we know God exists   


   	 Jan van der Lely





21st May     	 ‘In the beginning God…’  Creation and evolution;


            	  conflict or convergence?    James Taylor





Wed 6th June 	  God-talk: shoehorning the Almighty into words             


                     	  Janet Williams





11th June       	  Nature violated? A philosophical account of miracles.    


            	  Janet Williams





18th June      	  Encountering God: is religious experience real?              


                      	  Jan van der Lely








Venue:      Parish Centre (Abbey Room)





Time:	    2.00pm





Cost:	    £10.00	                               Course Code: PC/6/12





The Sermon on the Mount  - the Vision of the Kingdom of God


Leader: Hugh Dickenson                                                  24 people





In these four Seminars we will be exploring Jesus' Sermon on the Mount in St Matthew's Gospel, Chapters 5 – 7. These Chapters are often rather blandly invoked as the summary of Christ's teaching, and yet they remain unread, misunderstood or forgotten by many Christian people. Not many can even remember all the Beatitudes. On close reading they may turn out to be more intriguing and more unsettling to our accepted assumptions than we expect. Please bring a notebook and pen and a Bible - preferably a modern Version. - and read Matthew 5 - 7 before you come. Members of this seminar will be expected to take an active part in the proceedings.


Wednesdays


   4th July    The Beatitudes: Who is "Blessed"? And what does that mean?


 11th July     The structure of the Sermon. The New Torah


 18th July     The Lord's Prayer - The Manifesto of the Kingdom    


 25th July    Where is the Kingdom in 2012?


Venue:  Parish Centre                           Time:  4.00pm


Cost:	  £8.00			         Course Code:    PC/7/12

















Pathways to Spirituality – Part 2        


                                                                                                 


24 people





Leaders : Christopher Collingwood


	        





Wednesdays   





12th September     A Strange Wisdom: The spirituality of the 4th Century Desert Fathers and Mothers


                   


 19th September     Community and the Reading of Scripture:


                  The Spirituality of   Benedict


                      


 26th September       Holy Indifference: 


	                            The Spirituality of Ignatius of Loyola


                     


 3rd  October           A dazzling darkness: The spirituality of John of the 


			                   Cross and Theresa of Avila


                       


10th October 	     Learning Unknowing Again: �                                              The spirituality of Thomas  Keating


                       


17th October 	    The Marriage of East and West:�					 The spirituality  o   Bede Griffiths








Venue:   Parish Centre (Abbey Room)





Time:     7.30pm





Cost:      £12.00			       





Course Code:  PC/8/12











‘In their Shoes’


An Ignatius approach to exploring scripture for women within the Cirencester church community. Meeting 4 times a year and providing an opportunity for reflection on a passage of scripture and a time of sharing with one another the ways that God may speak into our individual lives through HIS word.


 


Dates for 2012 are:





Thursday		 2nd February 	 7.30-9.30pm


Wednesday 	 25th April 	 7.30-9.30pm


Thursday 		 19th July 		 7.30-9.30pm


Wednesday	 10th October	 7.30-9.30pm


 


Please email Philippa Dryland for venue: pdryland@onetel.com 


 








Useful addresses:





The Harnhill Centre of Christian Healing, Harnhill, Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 5PX 01285 850 283





Corner Stone , Church Book and Coffee Shop, 3 Dollar Street, Cirencester, GL7 2AJ   01285 644 599





Cirencester Baptist Church, Coxwell St, Cirencester GL7 2BQ�01285 643 510





Parish Centre, Gosditch Street, Cirencester, GL7 2AG


01285 659 317





New Life Church, 9 Wilkinson Road, Cirencester GL7 1YT


07852 970 417





Salvation Army, Thomas Street, Cirencester, GL7 2AX


01285 643596





Ashcroft Church, Ashcroft Road, Cirencester, GL7 1RA


 01285 653655





Friends Meeting House, 53 Thomas Street, Cirencester, GL7 2BA 


01285 652217





A stroll among the Classics


(in association with the Kempsford Literary Festival)





An opportunity to read a few old favourites from the last 200 years, which will help us to reflect on changing world views, tastes and interests led by 


Tim Hastie-Smith.





During our journey, there will be six main meetings to reflect on discoveries and to enable guests including Susan Hill, journalist, Ferdinand Mount and Bishop Patrick Harris to share their ‘Desert Island’ books





There will be five pairs of books.





Pickwick Papers by Charles Dickens (1836)


A Pair of Blue Eyes by Thomas Hardy (1873)





The Lanchester Tradition by GF Bradby (1913)


Orlando by Virginia Woolf (1928)





Animal Farm by George Orwell (1945)


Hobberdy Dick by Katherine M Briggs (1955)





Under the Net by Iris Murdoch (1960)


The Shooting Party by Isobel Colgate (1980)





The Blind Assassin by Margaret Attwood (2000)


We Need to Talk about Kevin by Lionel Shriver (2005)





There will be a tie in with Literary Festival events which include visits by Kate Adie, John Julius Norwich, Sandra Howard, Frank Field, David Starkey, Virginia Mckenna and General the Lord Guthrie





Dates		12th January,  16th February,  22nd March, 19th April,  24th May 


 28th June








Venue:	Fairford Parish centre		    Time   7.30pm





Course Code:   FC/11/12                         Cost: £12.00





Pilgrimage to Now/here


Leader:  Janet Williams





The Pilgrimage to Now/here draws upon the early Celtic tradition of pilgrimage as setting out simply for the love of God, celebrating the natural world, and focusing attention on being present to the now.  A walk of silent awareness will begin with coffee and introductory theme, usually include a time of contemplation at a church or chapel on the way, and end with a picnic-style lunch and group reflection.  Reflective materials will assume a spiritual interest, but will be accessible to participants from all faiths and denominations.  Donations (up to £10) are invited – see below. 





Dates:   	Saturdays





Sat 12 Feb 2012        Fairford - starting from  Aldsworth�Sat 21 April 2012     Stroud - start-point to be confirmed


Sat 23 June               Elkstone area - starting from Elkstone�Sat 13 Oct                Cirencester - start-point to be confirmed


For details of meeting-places:  email � HYPERLINK "mailto:jpw@cirencester.ac.uk" �jpw@cirencester.ac.uk�  











School of Faith 


Feedback Form for lecture courses





We appreciate your feedback to help us plan future courses. Please continue on the back if you need more space for comments








Course title and Leader:


Venue:





Was the venue appropriate and convenient?�





Did you feel that the course was good value for money?�





How helpful was the role of the host/welcomer?�





Was the level of the course right for you or was there too much/not enough challenge?�





Did you feel that the balance between speaker input and group participation was appropriate?�





Was the course the right length/too many weeks/too few weeks?�





Did it do ‘what it said on the tin?’ i.e. was the content what you expected?�





Are you planning to attend another School of Faith event?�





Do you have any suggestions for future courses?











       Signed					              Date








What is Liturgy and why do we need it?         





Leader:       The Bishop’s Worship, Prayer and Spirituality Group.    


                                          24 people





The course will be led by a group of leading liturgists in the diocese, including Bishop Michael Perham, whose recent publication ‘The Hospitality of God’ is being highly acclaimed. The course will ask basic questions about why we worship as we do, as well as offering answers as to what we do in worship. The leaders will be announced nearer the time.


               


                                           


Mondays     


  


 1st October    	 A Theology of Worship


 8th October	 Cycles and Seasons





15th October 	Celebrating the Sacraments


         


22nd October	  Services of the Word





29th October	 The Liturgical Theatre – this would cover things like  


                   	 movement, ceremony, space, action


                      


5th November 	 “Saying” and “Singing” – making the connections 


		    	 between liturgy, worship and music








Venue: Parish Centre, Abbey Room








Time: 2.00pm








Cost:	 £12.00                                      Course Code:  PC/10/12			














The Parish Centre


Gosditch Street, Cirencester








Lectio Divina in Lent


Leader:  Leonard Doolan                                                    10 people 


A reflective study of the Lent Sunday gospels. Please bring a bible to this course – NRSV if possible, but any quality translation will do.


Dates: Thursdays��23rd February		Mark 1: 9 - 15�1st March			Mark 8: 31 - 38�8th March			John 2: 13 - 22�15th March			John 3: 14 - 21�22nd March		John 12: 20 - 33�29th Mar   			Mark 15: 1 - 47


Time:   1.30pm for an hour                             Venue:  To be announced


Course Code: RAC/2/23


����











  Lecture 


Martyn Percy





Saturday , May 26th in the Parish Church of St John Baptist


10am 


Martyn Percy


       Decoding Congregational Life: How to Understand the Church


Martyn Percy is the Principal of Ripon College Cuddesdon, Oxford.


WEMTC (West of England Ministerial Training Course)  is now part of Ripon College Cuddesdon.











Second Printing





Parish of Cirencester with Watermoor








 Booking Form for 2012 ‘School of Faith’ courses








Your name............................................................................................








Your address.........................................................................................





..............................................................................................................





.................................................................Post Code.............................





Telephone contact...............................................................................





Email....................................................................................................





Please book the following:





Course Code........................................... No of persons......................





Course Code........................................... No of persons......................





Course Code........................................... No of persons......................





Course Code........................................... No of persons......................





Please return this form with cheque payable to ‘Cirencester PCC’ to:





The Parish Administrator (2012 courses) 


The Parish Office


Gosditch Street, 


Cirencester, GL7 2AG


01285 – 659317



















































































God at the Movies





Leader: Janet Williams


					


God @ the Movies: a course for those aged 18 - late twenties.  We will explore approaches to spirituality and the 'big questions' in popular films. 


The course is discussion-based (not a series of talks or lectures): we meet fortnightly, allowing time to watch a film during the week 'off' and then discuss it the following week. 





2011 course continuing for details, please contact Janet Williams at jpw@cirencester.ac.uk





Please take this free copy away with you





                


           Four Windows on the Passion of Christ 





Leader: Hugh Dickinson                                                24 people


In preparation for Holy Week and Easter these four Seminars will explore the different narratives of the Four Gospels and their differing interpretations of the events of the last week of Jesus' life from Palm Sunday to Easter Day. Participants will be invited to read the relevant Chapters in each Gospel in the week before each Seminar, starting with St Mark. �Those attending the seminars are asked to bring a Bible (preferably a modern translation) and to have pen and notebook to hand and to take time in their preparatory reading to note down before they come any verse or passage which puzzles or catches their attention. The Seminars will involve participation and interaction between members. . Please arrive armed with a notebook and pen and a Bible – preferably in a modern translation.





Wednesdays





29th Feb      According to Matthew





7th March    According to Mark





21st March   According to Luke





28th March   According to John











Time:  11.00am





Venue:  Cirencester Baptist Church





Cost:     £8.00





Course Code BC/3/12








We might have a constructive debate about some of Williams’ conclusions about the church, but what he says about ‘schools of contemplation’ might be equally true of schools of faith, such as the one we offer here based in Cirencester.





Scripture, spirituality, movies, pilgrimages, contemplative groups, art history and more – all this is part of the programme in 2012. George Herbert, priest and poet, says in the 3rd stanza of his poem The Church Windows,





Doctrine and life, colours and light, in one


When they combine and mingle, bring


A strong regard and awe: but speech alone


Doth vanish like a flaring thing,


And in the eare, not conscience ring.





I hope the School of Faith will help to contribute to that kaleidoscope of doctrine and life, colours and light.








�





Leonard Doolan,  


Vicar of Cirencester. 














