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So - we are nearly there! Just on the brink... any minute now... it’s about to happen...

far away in a cold and snowy landscape...the Higgs Boson particle will be found.

No, it’s not snowy in the underground large hadron collider at Cern, but forgive the poetic license. 

They are, it seems, truly on the brink of discovering the elusive Higgs Boson, popularly known as the God particle. 

That nickname irritates the scientists - apparently it originates from the technical term ‘goddamn particle’ because it is so hard to find; but God particle has stuck in the media. 

The Higgs Boson is pretty important. It is that which gives other particles mass. Without it nothing would be as it is today. Stone - paper - human flesh - none of this stuff. Mass is basic to all of it. Without it nothing would be made that was made.

Some people say that when we find the Higgs Boson, we will have found God, or rather we will have replaced all need for the God idea with a scientific explanation.

But that is making a fundamental mistake. 

Higgs Boson is like everything else in the universe - you, me, this church, the stars, blancmange, turkey and Christmas pud - in that it is an aspect of the physical universe. OK it is more important and far reaching than Christmas pud. Rather like dark matter, which also eludes discovery, but an awful lot of it is believed to be everywhere around us in some way. Nevertheless, Higgs Boson and dark matter alike are qualities of or items within or characteristics of the physical universe. 

But when we use the term ‘God’, we don’t mean something like that. It is a different kind of word. Now here it gets even more challenging than trying to find the Higgs Boson, because our words just aren’t good enough to say what we somehow do want to say. 

When we talk about God, we use terms like ‘above, beyond, holy, or transcendant’  to try and express the concept of God as something or someone that is not a part of the universe but which originates and embraces as well as permeates all of reality, physical and spiritual. 

Maybe if it so hard to express this concept of God, thats because it doesn’t really exist? Maybe its rubbish? There can be no large hadron collider or whatever constructed to test out the God hypothesis. 

But we have to ask ourselves, why is it that humans of all ages and all cultures have tried to express this idea of God? HAve searched for whatever they call God? Have worshipped, indeed, and that word expresses an attitude towards something which is inherently above, beyond, and holy, something that transcends us and all that we can grasp. 

We humans are meaning-seeking beings, purpose seeking beings. We cant seem to help ourselves. As well as the continual search for understanding of the physical world - science - which we find irresistible, there is also this other search, this other hunger and thirst. It asks why? Why is there something and not nothing? Why am I here? What is it all for? And although atheists say, there is no reason or purpose, it just exists - that doesn't satisfy everyone. The thirst doesnt go away.

 It is notorious that political regimes which try to eliminate religion from society merely drive it underground and often strengthen it. Humans are meaning seeking beings and we need to ask why from a very deep place within ourselves. 

When they do find the Higgs Boson, it will be a great triumph of human research and scientific progress. But it wont come any nearer answering the more fundamental question of why. Why was the HB ever needed anyway? Why was there anything to which to give mass? 

Now and then, something happens which touches that very deep place within ourselves, that very deep need. The Christ event that we celebrate tonight, was one of those times. Probably the most significant one. The people who met him, felt that they were touching the edge of something holy, something other, something elusive but terribly important, that would make sense of everything else, that would satisfy our deepest hunger and thirst. 

They felt they were onto something - something about meaning and purpose, something of eternal significance, that made them instinctively attracted to it, that aroused their deepest yearning. And they wrote about this experience like this:

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us; and we have seen his glory, glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth. In him was life; and the life was the light of all people.    

Grace; truth; light; life; words that are used of JEsus in the Scriptures; words that try to express the sense of meaning and purpose that they encountered through him. 

This is what it is all about, they were saying. this is the centre. We have found truth. 

They wrote: No-one has ever seen God. The only Son, who is close to the Father, he has made him known.

We have found the heart of reality, we have seen it in this man Jesus; and - what is it like?  it is truth, grace, and love. 

We need to find the Higgs Boson particle. But we will still need; we will always need, truth, grace and love. 

There was a woman who sought healing from Jesus; she was too shy or afraid to ask. If I just touch the hem of his garment, she said to herself, I will be healed.

Those who encountered Jesus then and we who encounter the risen Christ now - know that we have touched the hem of God’s garment. We are touching something - someone - transcendant and holy. Something that makes sense of everything else. And we rejoice that the truth at the heart of everything, the transcendent truth, is light, life, and above all, love. 


